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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. Claims 1, 3-8, and 16- 
33 are pending. 

It is also noted by the Examiner that the claim objections made in Office Action mailed 
20 September 2005 have been withdrawn due to amendment by the Applicant. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 21, 27 and 3 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: These 
claims include the limitation "wherein the nonactive display area is positioned on an outer of the 
active display area" which is grammatically incorrect. For the purposes of examination it will be 
considered an outer area. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 5-6, 8, 16-17, 20-24 and 27-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Saito et aL, US 6,469,440 Bl. 

Regarding claim 1, Saito et al. disclose in fig. 1 a front filter (1) of a plasma display panel 
(column 1, lines 8-14), the front filter comprising: a frame adhesive (4D and 6) having a 
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transparent adhesive (4D) formed at an active display area of the plasma display panel and a 
black adhesive (6, paint is an adhesive in at least so far as it adheres on it own to what it is 
painted on) formed at a nonactive display area surrounding the active display area (see fig. 1, 
column 10, lines 22-25 and column 16, lines 50-52). 

Regarding claims 5, 16, 17 and 20, Saito et al. further disclose a front filter (1), attached 
to an upper glass substrate of a plasma display panel (column5, lines 34-51), having a base film 
(10, column 9, line 64-column 10, line 7), a near infrared shielding layer (5 A, 5B), an 
electromagnetic shielding layer 3, and an antireflection layer (8), comprising: a plurality of 
adhesives (4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 6) formed on the upper glass substrate (columnS, lines 34-51) or 
between the near infrared shielding layer, the electromagnetic shielding layer and the 
antireflection layer, wherein one of the plurality of adhesives is a frame adhesive (6) having a 
black adhesive (6, paint is an adhesive in at least so far as it adheres on it own to what it is 
painted on) for defining an active display area of the plasma display panel (see fig. 1, column 10, 
lines 22-25 and column 16, lines 50-52); wherein the frame adhesive (6) is formed on the 
electromagnetic shielding layer (fig. 1); and wherein a transparent adhesive (4D) is formed at an 
area that is overlapped with the active display area (fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 6, Saito et al. further disclose wherein the frame adhesive is composed 
of a transparent adhesive (4 A) formed at the active display area and the black adhesive (6) is 
formed at a nonactive display area surrounding the active display area (see fig. 1, column 10, 
lines 22-25 and column 16, lines 50-52). 

Regarding claim 8, Saito et al. further disclose a fabrication method of a front filter of a 
plasma display panel comprising: preparing a base film (10, column 9, line 64-column 10, line 
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7); forming a black adhesive (6) at a nonactive display area of the plasma display panel (see fig. 
1, column 10, lines 22-25 and column 16, lines 50-52), wherein the nonactive display area is 
positioned on the base film (fig. 1); and forming a transparent adhesive (4 A) at an active display 
area of the plasma display panel, wherein the active display area is positioned on the base film 

(fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 24, Saito et al. further disclose a fabrication method of a front filter of a 
plasma display panel, the method comprising: preparing a base film (5B, column 16, lines 52- 
55); forming a transparent adhesive (4D) at an active display area of the plasma display panel 
(fig. 1), wherein the active display area is positioned on the base film (fig. 1); and forming a 
black adhesive (6) at a nonactive display area of the plasma display panel after forming the 
transparent adhesive (column 16, lines 50-55, in so far as the adhesive films are "first prepared"), 
wherein the nonactive display area is positioned on the base film (fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 30, Saito et al. further disclose a fabrication method of a front filter of a 
plasma display panel, the method comprising: preparing a base film (2B); forming a transparent 
adhesive (4D) on a whole screen area of the plasma display panel (fig. 1); and forming a black 
adhesive (6) on a nonactive display area of the plasma display panel (fig. 1), wherein the black 
adhesive is positioned on the transparent adhesive (fig 1). 

Regarding claims 21, 27 and 31, Saito et al. further disclose wherein the nonactive 
display area is positioned on an outer area of the active display area (fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 22, 23, 28, 29, 32 and 33, Saito et al. further disclose wherein the black 
and transparent adhesives are formed by one of a printing method, a laminating method and a 
pressing method (pressing method, see column 16, lines 48-61). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3, 4 and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Saito et al. 

Saito et al. disclose the claimed invention except for explicitly stating that the black 
adhesive (6) is being formed by mixing the transparent adhesive with a black material and that 
the black adhesive is 0.05 -50% black material. However, Saito et al. does teach creating a black 
adhesive being formed by mixing the transparent adhesive with a black material (column 16, 
lines 17-23). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the black adhesive (6) of Saito et al. from a transparent adhesive 
with a black material as further suggested by Saito et al. to simplify manufacture and inventories 
by using the same materials (i.e. transparent adhesive) in both parts of the frame adhesive. 
Further, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the black material 0.05 -50% of the mixture, since it has been held 
that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering an 
optimum value or working ranges involves only routine skill in the art. One would have been 
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motivated to make the black material 0.05 -50% of the mixture for the purpose of supplying the 
correct opacity to the frame. In re Alter, 220 F.2d 454, 456 105 USPQ 233, 235. 

7. Claims 25 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Saito et 
al. in view of Shimamura et al., US 6,808,773 

Saito et al. disclose the claimed invention except for wherein the steps for fabricating the 
transparent and black adhesive include using screen masks. Shimamura et al. teach that screen 
masks are used to form very accurate, specific patterns in fabricating elements of front filters for 
plasma display panels as demonstrated by using a screen mask to form the copper foil of the 
electromagnetic shielding layer shield (see column 7, lines 3-8). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use screen masks to form the 
transparent and black adhesive to provide very accurate, specific pattern shapes. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 



Application/Control Number: 10/821,375 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2872 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lee Fineman whose telephone number is (571) 272-23 13. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew Dunn can be reached on (571) 272-23 12. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




13 December 2006 




DREW A. DUNN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



